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HANS C. LOU

Consciousness conscious awareness has puzzled
neuroscientists and philosophers alike for thousands of
years.

One piece of the puzzle is the extent to which the onset of
conscious awareness can be linked to specific brain events
involving at the very least a change of neurotransmission
in relevant parts of the brain, or possibly the entire cortical
mantle. Supplementary issues include the dynamics of regional
integration that accompanies the change of neurotransmission,
and the associated changes of metabolism and circulation.
The experimental approach to the puzzle is a combination of
psychophysical measures and registration of signals from the
brainbymethodsasdiverseasmagnetoencephalography (MEG),
functional MRI (fMRI), and positron emission tomography
(PET).

by Albert Gjedde

Professor Hans C. Lou has employed all of these methods to identify and establish the
brain events associated with the onset of conscious awareness, in a major effort to reveal
the functions and positions of the sense of self that is in the mind and of the brain.
Hans Lou’s colleagues now wish to review this important body of findings, with the aim
of formulating a hypothesis of conscious awareness that can lead to further attempts at
experimental verification or refutation, along the lines suggested by Hans Lou.
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